
PESTICIDE-RELATED ILLNESS AND INJURY SURVEILLANCE: A HOW-TO GUIDE FOR STAE_BASED PROGRAMS

This presentation describes the contents of a new guide that details how to establish and maintain a state-based acute pesticide poisoning surveillance system.  Although pesticide products undergo extensive testing prior to marketing, the testing protocol does not address all environmental conditions, all mixtures of chemicals nor the full spectrum of human susceptibility.  Surveillance serves as an early warning system of any effects not detected by manufacturer testing.  Thirty states require reporting of acute pesticide poisoning, but only 8 states conduct more comprehensive surveillance for this condition. The US General Accounting Office recommended in 2000 that the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) work with health agencies to improve and expand acute pesticide poisoning surveillance. 

Topics covered in the guide include development of the acute pesticide poisoning reporting law; the sources of case reports; types of staffing and expertise that are required; details on how to follow-up on a case report; data collection, management and analysis; and, designing and evaluating interventions based upon surveillance findings. Finally, the guide includes a comprehensive annotated listing of available print and internet resources.  The guide incorporates knowledge gleaned from the experiences of existing surveillance programs to help other surveillance programs use their limited available resources in an efficient and effective manner.   
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